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B1: The Russian Revolution, c. 1910–24


Sources A to F for Question 1


Source A:  From a textbook on Russia, published in 1983.


Nicholas II was very poorly prepared for the responsibilities of being the Tsar.  He had no knowledge of 
ordinary men and was ignorant of politics and government.  This made him unable to make the weighty 
decisions that in the Russian system the Tsar alone must make.  He lost much popularity after Bloody 
Sunday and the 1905 Revolution.
 


Source B:  A photograph of Tsar Nicholas taken in 1913 during the celebrations of 300 years of rule 
by the Romanov family.


 


Source C:  From the diary of the Tsar’s sister, the Grand Duchess Olga.  This was written after 
1914.


He kept saying that he was totally unfit to reign.  Yet Nicky’s inability was by no means his fault.  He 
had intelligence, faith and courage although he was wholly ignorant about government matters.  Nicky 
had been trained as a soldier.  He should have been taught statesmanship and he was not.  On the other 
hand, he was still popular as Tsar in the years before 1914.
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Source D: A photograph showing striking workers killed by the police at the Lena goldfield, in 
Siberia, in 1912.


 


Source E: From a speech made in 1913 by Alexander Guchkov, the leader of the Octobrist Party.  
The Octobrist Party was set up after the 1905 Revolution and called for moderate 
reforms.


Where is the government policy, or should I say lack of policy, carrying us?  Towards an inevitable and 
serious catastrophe.  The Russian people have been forced into supporting revolutionary groups by the 
actions of the government.  Day to day, faith in the government is steadily declining and with it is all 
hope of a peaceful solution to the problems of Russia.
 


Source F: From a school history textbook, published in 2001.


There was much opposition to the Tsar from peasants, town workers and different ethnic groups in the 
years before the outbreak of the First World War.  This was partly due to the policies of Stolypin, who 
ruthlessly put down all opposition, and Nicholas II’s refusal to give any real power to the dumas.
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B2: The War to End Wars, 1914–19


Sources A to F for Question 2


Source A: From a German soldier who fought at the Battle of Mons, August 1914.


We had no sooner left the edge of the wood than a volley of bullets from the British whistled past our 
noses.  The 160 German troops that left the wood with me had shrunk to 100.  From now on matters 
went from bad to worse.  Wherever I looked there were dead or wounded.  We were being driven back, 
badly beaten by the British – by the British we had laughed at a few hours before.
 


Source B: A photograph showing British troops retreating through a field in Belgium after the 
Battle of Mons.


 


Source C: Extract from the diary of a British officer after the Battle of Mons.


The battle showed that well-directed fire could mow the enemy down at very little risk to those who 
were firing.  The Germans must have suffered ten times as many casualties as we did.  The battle also 
showed that the enemy had no plan of action and did not try to make use of cover.  If they had had a 
proper plan, they would have pushed us back in a quarter of the time they did.
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Source D: A cartoon published in a British magazine on 12 August 1914.  The small figure 
represents Belgium and the large figure holding the club, Germany.


 


Source E: From a speech by David Lloyd George, a leading member of the British government, 
September 1914.


The Germans have treated Belgium with great brutality.  Her cornfields have been trampled down.  Her 
villages have been destroyed.  Her men have been killed and her women and children too.  What has 
Belgium done to deserve this?  The Germans think we cannot beat them.  It will not be easy.  It will be 
a terrible war.  But in the end we shall march through terror and triumph.
 


Source F: From a school history textbook, published in 1996.


The Schlieffen Plan nearly succeeded.  By 4 September the Germans were in sight of Paris but then 
advanced to the east rather than the west of the city.  Blocking their way were British and French troops 
who had managed to reassemble near the River Marne.  The Battle of the Marne was a major turning 
point in the war, as the German army was forced to retreat.  Once the German army had retreated, there 
was no chance of it quickly knocking France out of the war.  The Schlieffen Plan had failed.
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B3: Depression and the New Deal: the USA, 1929–41


Sources A to F for Question 3


Source A: From a school history textbook, published in 2005.


The work of the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) did not please everyone.  There was opposition 
from farmers whose land was flooded.  Big business owners claimed that the TVA was a trial run for 
a communist scheme which would eventually replace private ownership with Federal Government 
control.  Others insisted it would do little to boost the economy of the area.
 


Source B:  A map showing the area covered by the Tennessee Valley Authority.


 


Source C: From a book written by D. Lilienthal in 1944.  He became chairman of the TVA in 
1941.


This part of the southern USA is an entirely different region from what it was ten years ago.  You can 
see the change almost everywhere.  You can see it in the new dams and power plants.  You can see it 
in the new electric pumps in the farmyards and in the feed grinders in the woodsheds.  You can see it 
in the factories that stand where there were worn-out cotton fields and rows of shacks a few years ago.  
You can see thousands of new houses on the edges of towns.
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Source D: From an article in a US magazine, April 1933, describing the aims of the Civilian 
Conservation Corps (CCC).


A new army of pioneers will go into the woods within a few weeks.  Across 15 million acres (6,070,500 
hectares) of forest lands will march an army of workers who are at the moment unemployed and just 
walking about the city streets.  The plans of the CCC suggest that a quarter of a million men can be 
shortly put to work on reforestation schemes.  It is clear that this army will be fully enlisted because 
applications have flooded in from all over the country.
 


Source E: A photograph of F. D. Roosevelt visiting a Civilian Conservation Corps camp in Virginia, 
in 1933.


 


Source F: From a school history textbook, published in 2000.


Roosevelt’s government was determined to put money into the economy in order to provide new jobs.  
His direct appeal to the people of the United States also proved very successful.  Congress provided 
Roosevelt with emergency powers.  He used these powers to set up a number of agencies, which 
would introduce the reforms necessary to deal with the Depression.  The names of the agencies were 
abbreviated to their initials.  For example, NRA, AAA, PWA.  These became known as the ‘alphabet 
agencies’.
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B4: Nazi Germany, c. 1930–39


Sources A to F for Question 4


Source A: From comments made many years later by a German, remembering life in 1938.


More than a third of German young people were not involved in Nazi youth organisations.  Quite a 
few who were members had little enthusiasm for these organisations and only paid membership fees.  
They got out of their ‘duties’ with a doctor’s note, or a letter from school saying that they had learning 
problems and could not afford the time off school work.  Many young people had nothing, or as little 
as possible, to do with the Hitler Youth.
 


Source B: A photograph showing a meeting of members of the Hitler Youth, 1935.


  


Source C: From the memories of a Hitler Youth leader recorded after the Second World War.


What my friends and I enjoyed about the Hitler Youth was the comradeship.  We were full of enthusiasm 
when we joined the Jungvolk at the age of ten and were fired up by high ideals such as comradeship, 
loyalty and honour.  And then the organised holidays! Is there anything nicer than enjoying the 
splendours of the homeland in the company of one’s comrades?  These were always well attended.
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Source D: An extract from a Nazi textbook produced in 1935 for children in infant classes.


 My leader
 I know you well and love you like father and mother.
 I shall always obey you like father and mother.
 And when I grow up, I will help you like father and mother.
 And you will be proud of me like father and mother.
 
Source E: Illustration from a Nazi school textbook, 1936.  The large figure on the right represents 


a Jewish man.


 


Source F: From a school textbook on Nazi Germany, published in 1998.


In the late 1930s there were signs that some young people rejected the Nazi Youth movements.  Gangs 
of mainly 14-17 year olds began to appear on street corners.  They listened to forbidden jazz, jive and 
swing music, danced the forbidden Jitterbug and grew their hair in long side-locks.  They wrote anti-
Nazi graffiti on walls such as ‘Down with Hitler’.  Many gangs went looking for the Hitler Youth and 
beat them up.
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B5: The World at War, 1938–45


Sources A to F for Question 5


Source A: From a school textbook on the Second World War, published in 1989, which refers to the 
German campaign against the Soviet Union in 1941.


The Germans quickly advanced on all fronts.  By November 1941 40 per cent of the whole Soviet 
population lived in the area occupied by the Germans.  The Soviet Union lost about 65 per cent of the 
whole pre-war output of coal and 38 per cent of grain.  Hitler ordered a medal to be struck for those in 
the Russian campaign.  The German soldiers nicknamed it ‘The Order of the Frozen Meat’.  However 
as early as 12 September it snowed.
 


Source B: A photograph showing Soviet troops on the Eastern Front, December 1941, walking past 
the bodies of dead German soldiers.


 


Source C: From the diary of a German commander fighting in the Soviet Union, 10 December 
1941.


The icy cold, the poor clothing, the heavy losses of men and guns and the poor supplies of fuel are 
making fighting a torture.  We are losing 150,000 men each month, not taking into account the losses in 
big battles.  Of these only 90,000 or so can be replaced each month.  On the other hand, the Russians 
seem to have a never ending supply of men issued with padded fur jackets, padded boots and fur caps 
with large ear-pieces.  These men are forcing us to retreat.
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Source D: A letter from a German soldier, to a member of his family in January 1943.  He is 
describing the siege of Stalingrad.  The letter was confiscated by the German army and 
never delivered.


So you know I am not coming back.  Break it gently to mother and father.  It has made me doubt 
everything.  Once I was strong and believed.  Now I am weak and unbelieving.  Much of what is going 
on here is too much to stomach.  Nobody can tell me that comrades die with words like ‘Heil Hitler’ on 
their lips.  Most just cry for help.  I have seen hundreds fall and die.  The Fuhrer promised to get us out 
and we firmly believed him.  If what we were promised is not true, then Germany will be lost.
 


Source E: An official Soviet photograph, February 1943, showing the capture of Stalingrad.  The 
Soviet flag is being held by the soldier in the foreground.


 


Source F: From a school history textbook published in 2001.


Hitler made the mistake of believing that Germany was unbeatable.  From 1941 he allowed his armed 
forces to take on too much.  The D-Day landings of 1944 further stretched the German forces.  However, 
the main body blows to Germany were struck on the Eastern Front, where the German armed forces 
suffered 90 per cent of their total casualties.
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B6: The End of Apartheid in South Africa, 1982–94


Sources A to F for Question 6


Source A: A speech by Nelson Mandela, December 1991.


I am extremely concerned about the behaviour of President de Klerk.  He has attacked the African 
National Congress and in doing so has been less than friendly.  Even the head of a government which 
supports apartheid and only represents a white minority should have certain moral standards.  He comes 
to our conference and tries to play politics.  Very few people would like to deal with such a man.
 


Source B: A photograph of the first meeting between Nelson Mandela and President de Klerk, May 
1990.


 


Source C: From a school textbook on South Africa, published in 1996.


After his release from prison Nelson Mandela met President de Klerk for the first time in May 1990.  
The two men decided they could trust each other and would be able to work well together to bring 
a solution to the problem of apartheid.  Mandela was particularly impressed with de Klerk’s strong 
determination to find a solution which appealed to all parties.
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Source D: An official government photograph showing Inkatha attacks on a train in Soweto, 
1992.


 


Source E: The recollections in 1996 of a white officer in the South African secret police about 
government enforcement of violence between black groups in the early 1990s.


The de Klerk government decided that black-on-black violence should be one of the strategies and a 
confrontation between Zulus and Xhosas should be encouraged because they were the two largest ethnic 
groups in the country.  The army recruited people, especially youths, from outside South Africa, mainly 
rebel soldiers.  They trained them and sent them to start violence.  The strategy was aimed at weakening 
the ANC and promoting Inkatha in its place.
 


Source F: From a school history textbook, published in 2001.


Mandela and de Klerk realised that time was running out if South Africa was to avoid a full-scale civil 
war.  Both were aware of growing international pressure.  Mandela contacted de Klerk and they signed 
a Record of Understanding to reduce violence and, most importantly, get the constitutional talks going 
again.  At last, in November 1993, a deal was made.  De Klerk and Mandela agreed that a one-person-
one-vote general election would be held on 27 April 1994.
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B7: Conflict in Vietnam, c. 1963–75


Sources A to F for Question 7


Source A: From a school history textbook on the war in Vietnam, published in 1989.


A survey conducted for the US magazine Newsweek in 1967 suggested that television seemed to have 
encouraged a majority of viewers to support the Vietnam war.  When faced with deciding whether 
television coverage had made them feel more like ‘backing the boys in Vietnam, or opposing the war’, 
64 per cent of viewers replied that they supported the soldiers, 26 per cent opposed the war while 
10 per cent had no opinion.
 


Source B: An opinion poll conducted in the USA in January 1969.


A question posed to the Americans 
surveyed was:


In view of the developments since we 
entered the fighting in Vietnam, do you 
think the United States made a mistake 
sending troops to fight in Vietnam?     


The results were:


Yes                                                 52% 


No                                                  39%


No opinion                                        9%


 


Source C: The view of a British commentator on television coverage of the war, 1969.


The development of colour television in the late 1960s has made a difference.  Now the Vietnam war is 
being seen in colour in US homes.  This seems to have made many US citizens far more anti-war than 
anything else.  They see the full brutality of the conflict in close up and colour, and blood looks very 
red on the colour screen.
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Source D: A US citizen, who worked for the Agency for International Development, describes to 
a US journalist a raid by South Vietnamese troops on a South Vietnamese village in 
1966.


The rubble of the village was still smoking.  Children were whimpering and women were poking 
through the smouldering rubble of the houses trying to save any small possessions they could.  The 
soldiers had also burned all their rice and had shot the buffalo and livestock.  A farmer from the village 
asked the US civilian what agency he worked for.  ‘AID’, replied the US civilian.  ‘Look about you’, 
the farmer cried, pointing at the charred remains, ‘Here is your US AID!’
 
Source E: An official North Vietnamese photograph of a hospital in North Vietnam bombed by US 


B52s in 1972.


 


Source F: From a school history textbook on Vietnam, published in 1998.


By the middle of the 1960s the USA had become more and more frustrated with its failure to stop the 
peasants supporting the Vietcong.  They tried the ‘strategic hamlet’ programme but this caused even 
more resentment.  In the end they relied on purely military methods.  The US military became even 
more frustrated because they could not tell Vietcong supporters from ordinary villagers.  This led to 
massacres like My Lai which increased the hatred of the peasants and encouraged greater opposition in 
the USA to the war.
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B1: The Russian Revolution, c.1910–24

1. This question is about Russia before the First World War and the growth of opposition to the Tsarist 
government.  Look carefully at Sources A to F on pages 2–3 in the Sources Booklet and then answer 
questions (a) to (d) below.

 (a) Study Source A.

  What can you learn from Source A about Nicholas II as Tsar?
(4)

 (b) Study Sources A, B and C.

  Does Source C support the evidence of Sources A and B about Nicholas II as Tsar?
  Explain your answer.

(6)

 (c) Study Sources D and E.

  How useful are Sources D and E as evidence of discontent with the government of Russia in 
the years before 1914?

(8)

 (d) Study all the sources and use your own knowledge.

  ‘The main reason for the growth of opposition to the Tsarist government in Russia in the years 
before 1914 was the weakness of Nicholas II.’

  Use the sources, and your own knowledge, to explain whether you agree with this view.
(12)

(Total 30 marks)
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B2: The War to End Wars, 1914–19

2. This question is about the failure of the Schlieffen Plan.  Look carefully at Sources A to F on pages 
4–5 in the Sources Booklet and then answer questions (a) to (d) below.

 (a) Study Source A.

  What can you learn from Source A about what happened at the Battle of Mons?
(4)

 (b) Study Sources A, B and C.

  Does Source C support the evidence of Sources A and B about what happened at the Battle of  
Mons? Explain your answer.

(6)

 (c) Study Sources D and E.

  How useful are Sources D and E as evidence of British attitudes towards Germany at the 
beginning of the First World War?

(8)

 (d) Study all the sources and use your own knowledge.

  ‘The main reason for the failure of the Schlieffen Plan lies in the actions of the British and 
French armies.’

  Use the sources, and your own knowledge, to explain whether you agree with this view.
(12)

(Total 30 marks)
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B3: Depression and the New Deal: the USA, 1929–41

3. This question is about Roosevelt and the New Deal.  Look carefully at Sources A to F on pages 6–7 
in the Sources Booklet and then answer questions (a) to (d) below.

 (a) Study Source A.

  What can you learn from Source A about the Tennessee Valley Authority?
(4)

 (b) Study Sources A, B and C.

  Does Source C support the evidence of Sources A and B about the Tennessee Valley Authority? 
Explain your answer.

(6)

 (c) Study Sources D and E.

  How useful are Sources D and E as evidence of the work done by the Civilian Conservation 
Corps?

(8)

 (d) Study all the sources and use your own knowledge.

  ‘The most successful of Roosevelt’s New Deal achievements was the Tennessee Valley 
Authority.’

  Use the sources, and your own knowledge, to explain whether you agree with this view.
(12)

(Total 30 marks)
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B4: Nazi Germany, c.1930–39

4. This question is about education and youth movements in Nazi Germany.  Look carefully at Sources 
A to F on pages 8–9 in the Sources Booklet and then answer questions (a) to (d) below.

 (a) Study Source A.

  What can you learn from Source A about the influence of the Hitler Youth?
(4)

 (b) Study Sources A, B and C.

  Does Source C support the evidence of Sources A and B about the influence of the Hitler 
Youth?  Explain your answer.

(6)

 (c) Study Sources D and E.

  How useful are Sources D and E as evidence of the aims of education under the Nazis in the 
years 1933–39?

(8)

 (d) Study all the sources and use your own knowledge.

  ‘The main way of controlling the young in Nazi Germany in the years 1933–39 was the Hitler 
Youth movement.’

  Use the sources, and your own knowledge, to explain whether you agree with this view.
(12)

(Total 30 marks)
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B5: The World at War, 1938–45

5. This question is about the German invasion of the Soviet Union and the Eastern Front.  Look 
carefully at Sources A to F on pages 10–11 in the Sources Booklet and then answer questions (a) to 
(d) below.

 (a) Study Source A.

  What can you learn from Source A about the German invasion of the Soviet Union in 1941?
(4)

 (b) Study Sources A, B and C.

  Does Source C support the evidence of Sources A and B about the German invasion of the 
Soviet Union in 1941?  Explain your answer.

(6)

 (c) Study Sources D and E.

  How useful are Sources D and E as evidence of the outcome of the Battle of Stalingrad?
(8)

 (d) Study all the sources and use your own knowledge.

  ‘The main reason for the defeat of Germany in Europe was Germany’s failures against the 
Soviet Union on the Eastern Front.’

  Use the sources, and your own knowledge, to explain whether you agree with this view.
(12)

(Total 30 marks)
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B6: The End of Apartheid in South Africa, 1982–94

6. This question is about the end of apartheid and the roles of Mandela and President de Klerk.  Look 
carefully at Sources A to F on pages 12–13 in the Sources Booklet and then answer questions (a) 
to (d) below.

 (a) Study Source A.

  What can you learn from Source A about relations between Nelson Mandela and President de 
Klerk after Mandela’s release from prison in 1990?

(4)

 (b) Study Sources A, B and C.

  Does Source C support the evidence of Sources A and B about relations between Nelson 
Mandela and President de Klerk after Mandela’s release from prison in 1990?  Explain your 
answer.

(6)

 (c) Study Sources D and E.

  How useful are Sources D and E as evidence about violence that took place in South Africa in 
the early 1990s?

(8)

 (d) Study all the sources and use your own knowledge.

  ‘The main reason for the end of white only rule in South Africa was the violence of the early 
1990s.’

  Use the sources, and your own knowledge, to explain whether you agree with this view.
(12)

(Total 30 marks)
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B7: Conflict in Vietnam, c. 1963–75

7. This question is about the impact of the war on the peoples of Vietnam and the USA during the 
1960s and 1970s.  Look carefully at Sources A to F on pages 14–15 in the Sources Booklet and then 
answer questions (a) to (d) below.

 (a) Study Source A.

  What can you learn from Source A about the effects of the war in Vietnam on the US public in 
the late 1960s? 

(4)

 (b) Study Sources A, B and C.

  Does Source C support the evidence of Sources A and B about the effects of the war in Vietnam 
on the US public in the late 1960s?  Explain your answer.  

(6)

 (c) Study Sources D and E.

  How useful are Sources D and E as evidence of the effects of the war on the peoples of 
Vietnam?

(8)

 (d) Study all the sources and use your own knowledge.

  ‘The main reason for the US withdrawal from Vietnam was increasing opposition in the USA 
to the war.’

  Use the sources, and your own knowledge, to explain whether you agree with this view.
(12)

(Total 30 marks)

TOTAL FOR PAPER: 60 MARKS 

END


